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WA universities take Local
on math problems

Mike Baldwin

activist group speaks against
human rights abuses in Philippines

400,000, with a portion of those

Staff Writer

going

On February 28, 60 math
and science professors from the
University ofWashington issued an
"open letter" concerning the declining math and science test scores of
incoming freshmen.
"They're confounded by simple
algebra," UW Physics Department
Chair David Boulware told The
Seattle Post-Intelligencer.
The issue is reflective of growing concern over the emphasis put
on science and engineering in U.S.
schools. Thirty years ago the U.S.
ranked as one of the top 5 countries
in terms of degrees awarded in the
math and science fields, but that
standing has plummeted as other
nations begin to place increased
emphasis on the fields.
"I would say it's not as valued
here as it is in other countries," said
David Neel, assistant professor of
mathematics at Seattle U.
The U.S. ranks 24th in the
world in terms of numbers of students receiving science degrees,
according to a report by Science
and Engineering Indicators 2004.
While China awarded 1.2 million
science and engineering degrees
in 2004, the U.S. awarded only

to

international students.

While the numbers are slightly
incompatible because of differences
population levels, the fact that
the U.S. lags behind other countries in this area is clear.
"I think in other countries, particularly India and China, students
are seeing that getting degrees in
those fields leads to high-paying
jobs," said Michael Quinn, dean
of the School of Science and
Engineering at Seattle U.
But the problem is not exclusive
to higher education institutions in
the United States. Professors note
that as high schools have begun to
place more emphasis on the arts,
science and engineering have begun
to fade.
"Math education at the high
school level is not up to par," said
Neel.
In Washington State, tests like
theWASL show a disparity between
students reading and writing skills
and math and science skills. Over
80 percent of lOth-grade students
passed both the reading and writing sections of the WASL in 2007,
compared with only 50 percent
for the math section
and 36 percent for the
science section.
in
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SU out with a blow-out

Jackie Canchola
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Pinay sa Seattle, a group dedicated to educating the public on the concerns of Filipina immigrants,
celebrated International Women's Day by rallying for theremoval of Philippine President Gloria Arroyo.
Emily Holt
Senior Staff Writer
The Philippines is

one

of the

dangerous countries in the
world for ideologically leftist
groups, journalists, and even its citizens, but many Filipino-American
citizens and Filipino immigrants
feel that U.S. media sources do not
sufficiently cover these issues.
Enter Pinay sa Seattle, a Filipinamost

American activist women's organization committed to educating the
public on the concerns ofFilipina
immigrants, particularly domestic
violence and human trafficking.

Pinay is a term coined by Filipinos
According Donna Denina, Vice
in the U.S. during the 1920sto refer
Chair of Pinay sa Seattle, Arroyo
to women of Philippine descent.
has proven to be the worst Filipino
The group, a sector of Bayanpresident of all time, creating a huUSA, an alliance of progressive
man rights record far worse than
that of the 20-year U.S.-backed
Filipino groups, recently celebrated InternationalWomen's Day on dictatorship of Ferdinand Marcos.
March 8 in Jose Rizal Park with
She added that the U.S. has a
music and a rally. While the event responsibility to examine these issues because of the U.S. role in the
commemorates the day police vioa
of
women
lently dispersed group
government abuses.
workers protesting inhumane
"The U.S. [is connected] beYork,
conditions
New
in
cause of the direct support, and
working
chose
this
to
celebrate
the military aid that we provide to
Pinay
day
women's resistance and rally for support these military
the removal of Philippine President rights violations," said
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo.
Denina.
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Some question campus gun bans
Joshua Lynch
Online Editor

Isaac Ginsberg

The Spectator

Junior point guard Shaun Burl receives a pass during
the last game of the Redhawks' season. The 96-56
dismantling of MSU-Billings capped an 18-9 season.

Q

In a little more than a month,
university students across the nation
will strap on empty gun holsters and
proudly walk around campus.
It's not the latest fashion. It's not
a costume for a party. It's an empty
holster protest, scheduled for April
21 to 25 and organized by Students
for Concealed Carry on Campus,
or SCCC. More than 20,000 people around the nation —about 90
percent students—have joined the
SCCC, which lobbies for state and
private universities to allow affiliates
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state legislature. Roach's bill
would prohibit state universities
from banning concealed-carry guns
on campus.
Roach joins the thousandsofstudents around the nation who think
universities' bans on concealed-carries violatetheir SecondAmendment
right to bear arms. They argue that
more guns on campuses will make
them safer because students will
be able to protect themselves from
school shooters. They also say school
shooters will be less likely to attack
in the first place if they
know they'll face armed

the

resistance.
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with concealed-carry permits to
have their firearms on campus.
Currently 16 states ban guns
on college campuses, according to
the National Conference of State
Legislatures. Most other states, including Washington, leave it up to
the policies of each university, and
the majority of colleges forbid guns
on their campuses.
Seattle University and the
University of Washington are no
exception—both forbid firearms
on campus.
But that might change for the
UW if a bill proposed by Sen.
Pam Roach, R-Auburn, passes in
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Immigration a matter of survival for many Filipinos

BUnder

the 1999Visiting
Forces Agreement, the
U.S. Military is allowed
to be stationed in the Philippines
with the intent of training the
Filipino army. She noted that the
U.S. stationed 5,000 troops in the
Philippines after President Bush
declared it one of the fronts in the
"War on Terror" and connected
subversive Filipino political sects
with radical Islamic fundamentalists in 2001.
The U.S. Senate recently approved a $30 million budget to be
used in military operations in the
Philippines. Denina added that the
U.S. Military is stationed in places
with a large amount of mines and
natural resources.
When Arroyo entered office in
2001 with the support of a leftist
group, People's Power Party, she
symbolized hope and progress for
those who were upset with the way
in which President Marcos had used
U.S. aid to build up the military
and offset national debt.

Because we are a
minority group, in
some ways we are
under-represented.
Maddie Tabuzo

Senior
Arroyo, however, took over as
commander-in-chief of the army,
which shehas since used to eliminate
leftist groups critical of the government. She has recently been implicated in a scandal in which she gave
her husband the profits of large-scale
corporations meant to fund social
developmental projects.
Denina went on a 2005 human
rights mission with delegates from
other countries to investigate how
the U.S.-backed Filipino military is
operating in small villages. She said

the military had posted signs telling
the villagers that the investigators
were rebel groups, not to be trusted.
She managed to interview people
about the rate of abductions and
disappearances, and heard reports
of abductions in which women
were raped and presumed dead.
Katrina Pestano, Pinay's Cultural
Coordinator, said it was especially
poignant that these human rights
abuses have occurred under female
leadership, given the hardships
Filipinas face at home and abroad.
"I think in general it is a shame
that a woman would decide to use
her power in this way, but I think
those who are in power, regardless
of whether it is a man or a woman,
they kind of have that mentality
that makes them abuse their power
regardless," said Pestano. "It speaks
ofhow as a woman, you have [...]
to be more ruthless to prove [yourself] to male counterparts."
Denina noted that people are

becoming more disillusioned with
the Peoples Party. Although it was
once a grassroots party supported
by women's groups, students and
landless peasants —which make up
70 percent of the country's population—it has become the party of
illegitimate power.
The Filipino economy relies
in large part on tourism and the
migration of its laborers. Many
Filipinos move to the U.S. and
Eastern Europe to earn money for
family at home.
Immigration for many Filipinos
is thus not a merely a choice, but a
survival instinct.
Because of these economic concerns at home, many Filipina choose
to enter the sex industry or marry
American men through mail-order
bride systems out of desperation.
Denina's own story is a bit different: the U.S. military recruited her
father, and shordy after, her mother
brought Denina to the U.S.
"The reason my mother left is
no different than why a woman
would go in to the sex industry,"
said Denina, regarding the desire

Jackie Canchola

Dakota Camacho performs at the International Women's Day rally on March 8, in Jose Rizal Park.
eke out a better existence.
In many instances, mail-order marriages result in domestic violence, sexual assault and
even death.
Denina said her group and others are working on changing the
laws of international matchmaking brokers, not to make the issue
ofhuman trafficking and soliciting
mail-order brides a crime, but as
an attempt to provide women with
more rights. Under the proposed
revisions, if a woman became a
pen pal with an American man,
she would have the right to request
background information on him
before marrying him.
"It's not a whole lot, but it's
something," said Denina, adding that many women who suffer
from domestic violence do not
seek help from social services out
of fear of getting deported. This
is part of the reason for Pinay's
focus on educational and cultural
programs as opposed to providing
direct services.
An important part of the rally
on March 8 was drawing local media sources. Denina said Pinay had
to

ASSU encourages students to vote
Justin Najar
Staff Writer
With one of the most important U.S. presidential elections
in history less than seven months
away, ASSU has decided to pass
the Promote the Vote resolution.
The goal of the measure is to educate

students about the presiden-

tial candidates and increase their
voter turnout.

"ASSU should be involved
someway, somehow, in getting the
vote out for the presidential election," said DuWayne Andrews,
ASSU executive vice president. A
junior political science and humanities major, Andrews, along with
Shana Yem, at-large representative
sophomore political science major,
co-sponsored the resolution.

According to the resolution,
ASSU will "sponsor a voter registration drive in conjunction with
other campus groups."
"We're looking for the registration drive to probably be some time
in spring quarter and definitely
before November, so sometime
between September and October,
we will definitely put on a voter
registration drive," said Yem.
Andrews said ASSU is looking
into having students turn voter registration forms into ASSU s office,
in order for students to avoid difficulties in trying to find a place to
turn in the forms.
ASSU intends to involve a wide
range of groups on campus, from
political clubs to the Office of
Multicultural Affairs.
"The importance of voting,

The Spectator

lot of historical implications. You've probably heard
the statement 'a lot of people have
fought and died so we have this
right to vote.' To me, you know, as
an African-American, that [means]
a lot. That resonates personally,"
said Andrews.
Andrews also said students may
help organize and carry out the
effort on an individual basis by
contacting either him or Yem and
informing ASSU of their interest.
ASSU will also launch an educational campaign about the platforms of the candidates in cooperation with other groups around
campus, including the Residence
Hall Association.
The resolution also calls for students to sign up for absentee ballots. According to Yem, students
to me,

has

a

previously stood outside of Komo
4 News to bring media light to the
concerns of immigrants and the
abductions, killings and rape that
still happen at the hands of the
military, but no one in the station
came out.

Pestano said that as a marginalized community, with not a
whole lot ofpower and money, the
Filipino community has a hard time
getting media attention that is not
stereotypical, depicting all Filipinas
as victims of domestic violence.
"[These issues] are something
that we really want the media to really pay attention to. We know that
[these abductions and killings] aren't
happening only in the Philippines,
[they're] happening in many other
countries," said Denina, adding that
the mainstream media does not
highlight U.S. military involvement
in the Philippines for fear ofgiving
the U.S. a bad name.
Sophie Richardson, Asia
Advocacy Director of Human
Rights Watch reported on Jan.
31 that the U.S. military seems to
accept that the extrajudicial killings are a necessary response to a

can

already do this, and informa-

tion about this process is available

in the ASSU office.
Another part of the resolution
calls for students to vote in the
election. Though the nascent effort
doesn't have many concrete details
as of yet, Andrews hopes there will
be a polling station on campus for
the election.
The Promote the Vote effort is
to continue until the presidential
election is over, which means the
effort may face a complicated situation in fall quarter. Andrews said
this is traditionally a very hectic
time for the club, a time when it is
usually just laying the groundwork
for the year and new officers are settling into their duties.
With new leadership, there
is also the possibility that ASSU
could disregard the resolution and
decide to discontinue the campaign. However, Andrews said

national security crisis and the war
on terror.
"Because we are a minority group, in some ways we are
under-represented," said Maddie
Tabuzo, senior marketing major.
Her parents are still at home in the
Philippines and she goes home every Christmas.
Tabuzo understands that Filipino
immigrants leave home to escape
poverty, but she said many do not
realize how hard living in the U.S.
is in terms of the standard of living
and racism.
Denina and Pestano both
said they did not learn about the
Philippines in school while growing up in the U.S. and thus need a
group such as Pinay to raise cultural
awareness.

Pestano feels that it is important
for Filipino-Americans to visit the
Philippines in an effort of understand the "legacy of struggle" that
they are all a part of. She added that
her participation in Pinay is her way
of helping her family at home.

Emily can be reached at
holtel @seattleu.edu

this is unlikely because ofASSU
advisor Jeff Woods' committed attitude toward making sure the effort continues.
Andrews said ASSU passed the
resolution without the thought that
it would be disregarded by incoming members. However, if ASSU
decided to discontinue the campaign, Andrews said he is personally committed to carrying on this
campaign independently with Yem
and Woods.
"If need be, if that's what had to
happen, it will still happen," said
Andrews.
In the end, no matter what happens with the campaign, the ultimate

goal

is to get

people

to vote,

because of the importance individual voices can have in deciding
the future of the country.
Justin can be reached at
najarj@seattleu.edu
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Jesuit ministers to local Natives Dean talk labeled

Sean Towey
Sports Editor

'damage control'

Patrick Twohy, SJ, dubbed
"Father Pat" by those who know
him, has been a Jesuit for over fifty
years. The vast majority of his ministry has been spent with American
Indians in Washington State.
Twohy spoke at a recent Lunches
with Leaders meeting last week,
outlining his thoughts on leadership after 34 years of working with
Native Peoples.
In 1974, Twohy went to work
with the Colville people around
Inchelium, Wash., northwest of
Spokane, close to the Grand Coulee
Dam. Though he was asked by his
superiors to try out the ministry for one year, Twohy ended up
staying for 15.
During this time, Twohy wrote
the book "Finding a Way Home,"
published in 1983. The book examined the combination of Native
spirituality and Catholicism on
the reservation.
After that, Twohy went on to
work with the Swinomish and
Tulalip peoples, and eventually
wrote another book, this time on
the spiritual traditions of the Salish
peoples, titled "Beginnings" and
published in 1999.
In 2006, he moved to the Jesuit
community at Seattle University
and began his ministry with urban
American Indians in the Seattle
area. This allowed Twohy to become
closer with students at Seattle U.
Twohy began his talk in a humble manner, stressing his natural antipathy toward the word "leader."
"I've never seen myself as a leader," said Twohy.
Twohy spent the beginning of
his talk speaking about the close
relationship between leadership
and courage.
"Courage is a habit of Jesuit
leadership," said Twohy, "and when

Sara Bernert
Staff Writer

Isaac

Ginsberg

The Spectator

At a recent Lunches with Leaders event, Patrick Twohy, SJ, discussed
leadership and his ministry with American Indian peoples.

I think of courage, I normally think
"I don't see the idea of leadership
of fear. My fear has kept me from as an isolated person," saidTwohy. "I
standing up and taking the lead prefer companions, and you might
when I should."
lead for a while, but you'll probably
Twohy also touched on the dif- need my help."
ferences between the American
After his speech, Twohy fielded
idea of leadership and the Jesuit questions from those at the Lunches
idea of leadership. The main differwith Leaders event. Many of the
ence, according to Twohy, is a sense
questions pertained to Twohy's perof community.
sonal spirituality.
"I draw tremendous energy from
"I'm very undisciplined," said
the people around me," said Twohy, Twohy. "The one thing that I always
"and I draw energy from all the spirdo is something one of the elders
its in the unseen world."
in the tribe told me. The old timers
It took this community surget up very early so they can greet
the dawn. I might totally screw up
rounding Twohy to find the courage he needed to attend to his the rest of the day, but I can at least
do that."
ministry.
"Courage is love in motion," said
Currendy, Twohy spends most of
Twohy. "I think it's the foundation his time at the Chief Seattle Club,
of courage for me. It's just being located downtown near Pioneer
grateful for all that is given."
Square. Founded by Ray Talbott,
Twohy commented on the SJ in the late 19605, the Chief
thoroughly independent aspect of Seatde Club is a day shelter strictly
American culture and leadership. for North American Native peoples.
He noted that the American idea The club provides food, a place to
of leadership is more of a singular do laundry, telephone and e-mail
person leading a pack. This differs access, access to a nurse, numerous
significantly from Native and Jesuit outreach programs and referrals to
ideas about leadership, which tend outside agencies for counseling.
to put more stress on the importance
of the community as a whole, rather Sean can be reached at
than on a single person.
toweys@seattleu.edu

Low math interest concerns professors

BBut

professors

in the way society as a whole views

argue that those tests
don't tell the whole story
about higher education. Because a
standardized test utilizes questions
that assume that everyone is on a
similar playing field, scores can be
skewed in the final picture.
"All standardized tests are somewhat imperfect tools," said David
Neel. "But, unfortunately, all we
have are imperfect tools."
But even those who do pursue undergraduate degree in the
fields of math and science are increasingly choosing not to pursue

the subjects. While students are
expected to work hard to excel at
other subjects, math especially has
adopted a sort of you either have it
or you don't' mentality.
"There's an impression that it's
nothing to be ashamed of to be bad
at math," said Neel.
Neel also stressed the fact that
many students are not aware of
how much a math degree can help
in the job world. Many math majors
at Seattle U are double-majors, who
use the math degree to gain a leg up
during job interviews.
"If you show up to an interview with a math degree, that's a
good thing," said Neel. "It's fairly
marketable."
The issue has come of particular
concern at Seattle U. While administrators are seeing SAT math scores
rising slightly, even the number of
studentswho receive math or science
degrees with the intent ofworking
in those fields is slipping.
Natalie Sheils, sophomore math
major at Seattle U and a student
representative in the Academic
Assembly, said the problem starts at
the most basic levels. Sheils works

some

higher degrees.
Why students in America are
choosing not to pursue careers in
math and science fields is an issue that seems to confound professors across the nation. Quinn
said that, given the opportunities
for employment created in todays
world for those with degrees in
math or science, educators cannot
identify a primary reason for the
decreasing numbers.
"Faculty talk about this issue all
the time, and nobody knows why it
is happening," said Quinn.
Neel said the problem may lie

As the news of record class
program cuts, budget problems and the 7.5 percent increase
in tuition spreads throughout
the campus, students at Seattle
University have begun to feel
worried, frustrated, disappointed
and even a little resentful. Last
"Thursday, Wallace Loh, dean of
the College ofArts and Sciences,
attempted to address these feelings during an open forum in the
cuts,

as a tutor in the math lab and said
that many students struggle with the
most basic ofmath classes.
"Math is like building blocks,"
says Sheils. "You have to know the
basics before you can move on to
the next level."

While the numbers of students
entering the science and math
departments at Seattle U have remained relatively steady over the
last five years, the concern is what
will happen further down the road.
As the interest and ability gap begins
to widen between math and science
students and those in the fields of
arts and social sciences, the school
and the country are faced with a

troubling disparity.
Neel said he feels the problem
just one with the math department, but with the universities
as a whole.
"Frankly, I don't see how you can
claim to educate people to be leaders of a just and humane world, in
today's world, without making sure
they have a really sturdy understanding ofstatistics," said Neel.
is

not

Mike can be reached at
baldl 799@seattleu.edu

WyckofF Auditorium.
The event allowed students
to have their concerns addressed
direcdy by the dean and the first
question asked was: who made
the decision to cut classes from
the college? Loh was quick to
take responsibility.
"Did I make those decisions?
Yes, I did," he said. "But the reason I had to do so is because my
resources are inadequate."
Loh explained that the college
has been going over their budget
for several years in order to hire
necessary faculty members to deal
with the rising enrollment.At the
end of each year, the university
covers the extra cost, he said.

The dean is doing the
best he can with an

insufficient budget.

"The dean is doing the best he
can with an insufficient budget,
but I feel that we need to speak
with the people who are setting the

budget," said Kayia Carson, freshman

pre-major.

"It felt like damage control,"
said Dale Knudsen, freshman philosophy major. "The decisions have
already been made, so it seemed
more like an event to subdue the
students. We need more dialogue
between students and administrators because its our money."
Members of the Student
Executive Council, or SEC, which
sponsored the event, said they were
in the process of planning a larger,
school-wide forum for next quarter. This forum would include a
panel composed ofadministration
staffand possibly university president Stephen Sundborg, SJ.
"We're going to try to get as
many higher-ups within the administration as we can and try to
involve other schools within the
university," said Michael Sullivan,
senior liberal studies major and
chair ofSEC.
Students in SEC serve as advocates for students and as advisors
for Loh. SEC consists of 13 undergraduate students, each of whom
represents a different department
within the college. Not all colleges are represented, however, and
Audrey Hudgins, assistant dean to
the college and advisor for SEC,
encouraged any interested students
in the audience to apply for an at-

large representative position.
Kayla Carson

Freshman
Now Loh has been granted an
increase in funding. Insteadof the
usual $400,000 to $500,000 budget increase, Loh noted that the
College of Arts and Sciences will
be receiving a $1.6 million increase
for next year.
"Although this is a huge increase, it is still not enough [to
prevent courses from being cut],"

he said.
Originally,

at least 110 classes
were going to be cut or otherwise
"consolidated" next year, meaning
fewer options and larger class sizes
for students. The increased budget
will prevent such a high number,
but 45 courses will still need to
be cut. The negotiation process,
which determines which classes in
which schools will be cut, is still
underway, said Loh.
"We go course by course by
course, "the cuts are not made by
some abstract formula," he said.
Faculty and chairs in the
College of Arts and Sciences are
currendy in the process of creating
a three-year plan that detailswhich
courses will be taught and when.

Although students appreciated
the opportunity, many felt that
larger issues went unaddressed,
given the limited expertise provided by the dean. Loh acknowledged this as the forum began: "I
can only answer your questions as
the dean ofthis particular college,"
he said.

Many students at the event had
never heard of SEC. Sullivan said
he was glad the forum provided
publicity for the group.
"Hopefully it will make the
group a little more public," he said,
"because, perhaps it's not as public
as it should be."
Mike Greer, junior criminal
justice major and the co-chair
for SEC, stressed the importance
of adding additional concerned
representatives.
"There are always a lot ofquestions, but not a lot ofmotivation.
It's the responsibility ofreps to be
vocal and active about student
concerns, especially when it comes
to large issues like this," he said.
Greer said he helped organize
the eventafter doing some personal investigation into the feelings of
staff and students regarding university budget issues.
"Many students were concerned
and confused, and after speaking
with the dean I realized that his
information needed to be brought
to the students," he said.
The upcoming school-wide forum is still in the planning phase,
but members ofSEC said it would
occur during the later
halfof April.
"I'm excited for what is going to happen," said Sullivan. "If
anything else, it will get more
students involved and maybe get
rid of some of the apathy that's
most likely

out

there."

Sara can be reached at
bemerts@seattleu.edu
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Intensive course load for new photography majors at SU
Matthew Martell
Staff Writer

in their work."

Professional photography

Seattle University's fine arts department now offers a new major
for devoted photographers, a BFA
in photography that stands as one
of the most rigorous majors offered on campus. The course load
requires 87 credits in addition to
the usual required core classes at
Seattle U. The number ofrequired
credits for niost majors at Seattle U
is between 55 and 65.
The 07-08 school year marks
the first year of the BFA programs
existence. Previously, students interested in photography majored in
fine arts with an emphasis in photography. However, even with the
new program fully implemented,
the BA in fine arts is still an active
program at Seattle U. It requires
only 55 credits in addition to core,
and is the go-to choice for aspiring
photographers who want to major
in something besides photography
during their college career.
Many students think the intensity of the BFA program is severe,
but Claire Garoutte, head of the

photography department,

notes

that this is intentional.
"The BFA is a professional development program," said Garoutte.
"It's a program that believes really
firmly that you've got to teach a
student [...] the tools to use what
they need to use, and to understand them well enough to emphasize what they need to emphasize

re-

quires proficiency in the many
different styles photographers deal
with, from black and white to color
and digital.
"You have to start with film,
and you have to do four classes in
film before you can do digital," said
Matthew Brady, a sophomore creative writing and fine arts with an
emphasis in photography major. "It
gives you an amazing base."
While many students are very
excited about the program, its extensive course load is off-putting
for some.
"I would really like to do the
BFA program, but I have to balance my love of photography with
my interest in international studies, so it's really difficult," said Julie
Ignacio, a sophomore international
studies major and the president of
Seattle Us Photography Club.
The BFA in photography has
also been causing concern in some
students due to its joint functioning with the Photographic Center
Northwest, a school that provides
Seattle U photo majors with the
necessary facilities and faculty.
While it is true that Seattle
U does not have any facilities on
campus for the major, excluding a
digital photography lab located in
the Hunthausen building, Garoutte
notes that their involvement with
PCNW is very much intentional.
"It's not a matter of 'SU can't
have their own facilities, so they're

D^Cl

farming out.' It's really a purposeful
choice," said Garoutte. "We have
this beautiful marriage."
PCNW allows students the opportunity to interact with many
instructors and professionals they
would not be able to work with
on campus.
"Every quarter the [PCNW] offer 35 different classes with 18 professors," said Garoutte. "You don't
have just two or three professors in
the photo department. You have
me, and you have the fine arts department, and you have PCNW."
The students seem to share
Garoutte's enthusiasm for Seatde Us
cooperation with PCNW.
"I like the fact that I'm taking it
from a private agency," said Brady.
"I get to take classes from somebody who is there because they take

really awesome photos."
Though the professional experience provided to the students
by PCNW is invaluable in their
learning experience, some say it has
its drawbacks.
"Doing it through a private
company, nothing is ever subsidized, so I have to pay really high
fees and buy all my own paper,"
said Brady.
Though Garoutte realizes that
students can't use their tuition to
directly pay their fees at PCNW,
she doesn't believe it's a major
concern.
"A lot of my students take work
study with PCNW, and become
immersed in that community,"

The Spectator

Isaac Ginsberg

Claire Garoutte, head of Seattle University's photography program,
called the program's relationship with PCNW a "beautiful marriage."
said Garoutte, who has been instrumental in getting the BFA off the
ground and making it work for instructor and student alike. '"Ihey're
students, university students, but
they're also immersed in this world
of photography, so they get both."
At the moment the BFA and
the BA are the only opportunities
aspiring photographers can seize at
Seattle U. Unlike many majors in
the arts and sciences departments,

photography does not have an accompanying minor students can
take, and the possibility for such a
minor in the future seems limited.

"Right now there are no plans
[for a photography minor]," said
Garoutte. "I think if there was a
welling up of interest it might be
something we would consider."
Matthew can be reached at
martellm@seattleu.edu

We are looking for enthusiastic and
motivated undergraduate and
graduate students to support our
commuter student communities.
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We offer:
Paid staff positions!
Leadership training and opportunity!
Work shifts that fit your academic schedule!

REGISTER NOW!!

Applications are due Friday, April 4th

Applications Available 0 Student
Center 350

DancemarathonSseattleu.edu and
206-296-6465.
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Students push their right to bear arms
BFor
University of
Washington senior
and computer science
major Trip Volpe, the issue is one
of principle.
"It's a matter of personal freedom and personal responsibility,"
Volpe said.
He's a member ofthe SCCC and
as he did for a protest in October, he
will wear his empty holster around
campus this April.
The SCCC was founded after
the April 16, 2007 shooting at
Virginia Tech in which 33 students
died. The group has garnered considerable support in the past few
months, especially with the most
recent school shooting at Northern
Illinois University, which claimed
six students' lives.
Now 12 states are considering legislation that would allow
concealed weapon permit holders
to carry their firearms onto state
campuses.
But the SCCC is not without its
opponents, and neither is Roach.
Sen. Ed Murray, D-Seattle, has
proposed a bill that would force all
Washington state universities that
host high school students at any
time to ban firearms on their campuses. That would include Seattle
Central Community College, as
well as the UW.
Murray argued that more guns
on campus will only make students

less safe.
Murray, who is the senator for
the district that surrounds the

The Steven Klein Company

have their firearms out, that's just
more people with guns that officers
will perceive as threats.
"You wouldn't know who the
bad guy is," Robinson said.
There would also be the potential for numerous false alarms,
according to Robinson. If students
see someone with a gun, they'll be
nervous and report it—even if it's
just someone with a concealed-carry
permit exercising their right.
"We have a perceived lack of
safety right now," Robinson said.
"If students see someone with a
weapon, it could throw the whole
university into a tizzy."
Supporters of Roach's bill also alluded to potential negative effects.
"It would be a concern. I
wouldn't want people freaking out

times to any part of campus are less
than two minutes, Robinson said.
Seattle U also has a text messaging system in place, and response
times from the Seattle Police
Department are particularly short
because of the campus' proximity
to the East Precinct.
The University of Arizona recently announced it would be training its police officers to use automatic assault weapons in case of a
school shooting. The assault rifles
would provide better range and
more firepower, officials said.
Robinson said the UW isn't
ruling automatic weapons for officers out as an option. But, he did
say concealed-carry for students
shouldn't even be considered as a
method to make college campuses

me," Volpe agreed.
Volpe said he would carry his
large pistol in his messenger bag

safer.

Trip Volpe
UW Senior

"The university should maintain the ability to control who
has weapons on campus," said
Ralph Robinson, assistant chief of
field operations at the UW Police
Department. "Concealed-carry on
campus would be opening us up to
major problems."
Giving untrained people the
ability to carry a gun on campus
wouldprove dangerous in any situation, said Robinson. He noted officers arriving to shootings often have
very little information other than
"shots fired." If innocent students

if he could. While he feels safe on
the UW campus, he would like his
own weapon as an extra measure.
Volpe wants his pistol most when
he's walking home alone in the
middle of the night after studying
on campus.
"Carrying a gun," he said, "is a
sensible preventative measure—like
a fire extinguisher in your home."
Robinson said the UW is considering or has added several other
ways to make students safer, including walking escorts, heightened patrols and additional lighting. The
UW already has the ability to text
message students, and response

Carrying a gun is a
sensible preventative
measure, like a
fire extinguisher

in your home.

at

"There are

a

lot of ideas and

there," he said, "but
concealed-carry is not the answer."
initiatives out

www.stevenklein.com

Not ready for the LSAT?
We are the Steven Klein Company, LSAT Specialists. After
18 years and 4,500 students,
there probably isn't anyone
who knows more about this test
or how to teach it than we do.
That is why Steven still teaches
all his own classes. That is why
you should call us. Our nine
week course features 36 hours
of class time with weekly help
sessions, seven mock exams and
assistance with the application
process for the reasonable price
of $995. We can answer any
LSAT question let us prove it.
Call now for a free seminar.
206-524-4915
-

Joshua can be reached at
Iynchjl@seattleu.edu

Earn a Seattle University Certificate in TESOL in 4 weeks
•

Earn Credits from Seattle University

•

Credits may apply to Master's Programs or

•

11 Four Week Intensive start dates per year

•

Day, Evening and Online classes available

www.SCHOOLOFTESL.com
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Seattle U campus, said constituents
at Seattle Central inspired him to
propose the ban. They related an
incident in which a student came
on campus with three firearms
last October.
Police departments across the
country have also expressed their
opposition to concealed-carry
weapons on campus.
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Video Game Alliance provides pre-finals entertainment
VGA's officer of equipment.
Fourteen players registered
for tournament play, and all participants competed in one-on-one
matches on four different stages
chosen by the VGA's officers on
grounds of "fairness and physics."

Gallar prefaced the tournament
play with a few rules that encouraged and enforced sportsmanship

Clara Ganey

The Spectator

Video GameAlliance members played games such as Super Smash
to ease stress beforefinals week.

Bros, and Halo 3 in Pigott

Matthew Martell
Staff Writer

Anyone passing through the
second floor of Pigott on Saturday
felt the presence of the Video Game
Alliance. The group held a Super
Smash Bros, tournament that caused
the building to busde with activity
and energy for three straight hours.
A club that emphasizes having
fun as its key concern, the VGA's
tournament was less of a stringent
competition than it was a get-together for people with common
interests, a rendezvous ofstudents
who all wanted to have fun and destress before dead week and finals.
The tournament room was fitted
with three projectors and a slew of

games were offered up for the attendees' pleasure. The game played
competitively was Super Smash
Bros. Melee for the Nintendo
Gamecube, but in addition to tournament play, those in attendance
were welcomed and encouraged
to participate in other multiplayer
activities such as Halo 3 and Army
ofTwo for the XBOX 360 and the
original Super Smash Bros, for the
Nintendo 64.
The tournament also offered
refreshments for all participants
and visitors for $1 a piece, with a
variety of gamer staples including
Mountain Dew and Doritos."lt's
been scientifically proven that
Doritos improve one's gaming
abilities," said Zack Gallar, the

between the competitors.
"No heckling your opponent,
no physical contact, no unplugging
controllers," said Gallar. "We're
here as a club not only to encourage our members to have fun, but
also to practice and foster the values
that Seattle U is all about."
The club's officers worked hard
to coordinate the tournament in a
way that would keep it organized
but fun, and they largely succeeded.
Super Smash Bros. Melee is a more
kid-friendly fighting-style game,
where classic Nintendo characters compete against one another
on various maps from each of the
Nintendo universes.
The level selection process for
the tournament was a little bizarre,
and drew minor complaints from
the crowd. A coin toss was called,
and the winner of the coin toss
was given the privilege of picking
the level at random from a bag.
Selection system aside, the rest of
the tournament went off without
a

a

few words about the club and

provided the attendees with info
about its application process. The
club does require its members to
pay a membership fee every quarter, but Frix emphasized it would be
minimally-enforced and would be
waived completely for the remainder of winter quarter.
Fourteen competitors and a dozen more attendees who just wanted
to watch and game recreationally all
graced the tournament with their
presence, but the VGA has its sight
set on even greater

things.

"We hope for bigger future turnouts, but we're very happy thus far,"
said Gallar.
The club also plans on getting

future tournaments sponsored
by major gaming and electronics
companies as a way of increasing turnout and prize money at
their events.
"We know a few guys in the
business," said Frix. "We don't want
to name any names, but I think we
should have no problem getting
sponsored in the future."
The variety of games offered at

Saturday's

tournament

largely

re-

flects the philosophy of the VGA,
which espouses itself as being absolutely all-inclusive when it comes to
the kind of games they play.
"Obviously some games will be
more popular than others, and we'll
be playing those more often," said
Frix, "but we're really open to anything the members show an interest
in playing."
For anyone interested in gaming, members say the VGA is a
perfect way to get acquainted with
the nuances of video game culture.
Gallar and Frix emphasized that
players ofall skills levels are encouraged to show up for meetings, and
that having ones own equipment is
not an issue.

"We have a lot of equipment for
to use," said Gallar. "We've
a
of Wiis, an XBOX
couple
got
360, a PS3, some Super Nintendos,
Nintendo 64'5... you definitely
don't need to provide your own
means to play with us."

people

Matthew can be reached at
martellm@seattleu.edu

Summer Housing Wanted:

hitch.

Large Seattle Law Firm seeks furnished,

After 90 minutes offierce competition, Alex Hwong clinched the
tournament, becoming the first
winner of the first official VGA
competition. Gallar proceeded to
lead an awards ceremony for the
competitors, recognizing the first
and second place competitors as
well as the player the officers decided was "most entertaining."
Hwong was awarded $35, half
of the entry pot, for his victory.
The other half was kept to help
fund future VGA events. After the
award ceremony, Matt Frix, the
president of the VGA, chimed in

short-term, reasonably priced housing,

close to downtown for summer law clerks.
Need for 8-12 weeks from mid-May through
September.

Please call (206) 359-8009
and ask for Judah.
I am looking for
someone who can pick up my
Help Wanted:

child at 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (who
attends a school on Capitol Hi)
(depending on sports activities) on
Mondays and Wednesdays and
bring the child home to Mt. Baker
neighborhood home then provide
snacks, encourage homework
completion, feed dinner (which wil
be waiting in the refrigeration to
warm up), encourage a shower, and
wait until I return home around 9:15
p.m. This job is from March 24th
until June 4th and can becomefull
time during the summer. Must have
own car, no allergies to cats, and be
a non-smoker. Contact Toni Owen
at (206) 723-9118 or email:
tonio@rtvowen.com

my friend's got me

To s friend with mental illness, your caring and understanding greatly increases their chance
of recovery. Visit what3difference.samhsa.gov for more

fWV
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information, Mental illness

coukb
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What a difference a friend makes,

and
l
Pavi!ion 126
JB
T r"™" (206J296-2593
Phat@seatHeu.edu
'

others for support...

CAES

SC Pavilion 120

(206)296-6090

jAAFIHJA

*SSST Student Health Ctr.

f

Bdiarm«r>e !08

(206)296^300

Job Opportunity: Man on Mic! Are
you outgoing and fun? Love music
and attention? Earn extra cash by
working for the D J Company voted
best in Seattle. Will train. Weekend
availability required. Must have car.
Email us at:
humanresources@howgrp.com
Medical Study: Were You
Diagnosed With Type 1 Diabetes
In The Last 4 Years? The Benaroya
Research institute has research
opportunities for people with type
1 diabetes. Participants will be
compensated for their time. Please
call us at 1-800-888-4187 or e-mail
Diabetes@Benaroyaßesearch.org
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New roster for Seattle
Mike Baldwin

Staff Writer

In

July 2006, a group of
Oklahoma business men purchased the Seattle Super Sonics
franchise from Starbucks founder
Howard Schultz.
While speculation immediately
circulated that the group had bought
the team with every intention of
moving them outside of Seattle,
Bennett made it clear that this was
not his motivation for buying the
team and its WNBA counterpart,
the Storm.
"It's not our intention to move
or relocate the team," Bennett
told reporters at a press conference announcing his purchase of
the franchise.
But within a matter of months,
that story had changed, as it became
clear that Bennett and his ownership group had the opposite intention, using the
Courtesy George Hollard

0k

public's

Seattle's current team, the Sounders, has been playing in the USL since 1994.

MLS expands to Emerald City
Alex Girma
Staff Writer

Even

with the massive ratings of the World Cup, soccer still hasn't caught on in
the United States to the same extent that basketball, baseball and
football have.
But the city of Seatde will have
a crack at the worlds most popular
sport in 2009 when the city becomes
home to a Major League Soccer expansion team, giving the city its first
expansion sports franchise since the
Storm came to town in 2000.
With David Beckham's ultrahyped move to the Los Angeles
Galaxy, the MLS got a flood of exposure from the media, but it is still
a very young league.
But the new MLS team won't be
Seattle's first soccer team. The city
already has the Sounders, currendy
in the USL, a league second to the
MLS and one the most successful
teams in the division.
The new soccer franchise will have
a positive effect on the economy, especially if there is a quality product
being presented on the field. Sports
franchises can always give back to
the city by boosting its economy
from the sales tax on tickets, as
well as the sales tax on restaurants
and hotels used by fans attending
games. Likewise, those same restaurants and hotelsalso benefit, as well
as parking lots and other ancillary
businesses. Along with the economical benefits, the new team also puts
Seatde in the exclusive fraternity of
cities with pro soccer teams for the

growing league.
"There are only 14 or so cities in
the country that can say that they
have an MLS team in their backyard," said men's soccer coach Brad
Agoos. "Economically [it might]
take a while to see some impact,

but I do think the franchise value inclined to get onboard."
will appreciate rapidly."
However, the excitement generThe new team will be owned ated by the team has been somewhat
by a diverse collection of people, quelled by the possibility of the
which include Seattle Seahawks' Sonics moving out of Seatde. The
owner Paul Allen, Seattle Sounders timing of the new team is ironic,
owner Adrian Hanauer, Hollywood with the first season set for 2009.
producer Joe Roth and Comedian The Sonics' lease with Key Arena
Drew Carey. Roth will serve as the lasts until 2010, the date that the
majority owner. The team plans to Sonics will likely move, if they are
play at Qwest Field, home of the destined for departure.
Because the MLS's season is
Seahawks, who are owned by Allen.
Carey has stated that he wants to based in the summer, the team
create a membership for fans to vote will only have to compete with the
on the fate of the general manager Mariners and the MLB, and more
and a team marching band.
importandy, will not have to compete with the NFL, the nations top

league.

It's also interesting

"Seattle is a metropolitan area
with a large number of soccer players and fans. To succeed, I really
think Seattle's MLS team needs to
target a large core of new fens, including the families that are now
involved in youth and club soccer,"

timing because
Seattle U is going

D-l next year.
Lamar Kumangai-McGee

Junior

said Myhre.
Agoos compared the expansion
in Seattle to Seattle U's move to
Division I, saying that both programs have the potential to become
extremely successful. He said that it
is a great opportunity for the Seatde
University soccer players to be able
to watch and study the MLS.
Junior communications major
and soccer player Lamar KumangaiMcGee said that he is excited about
the potential of a team in Seatde.
"It's definitely good for soccer
Seatde,"
in
said Kumangai-McGee.
"They definitely won't lose money
because the MLS is growing in
popularity. It's also interesting timing because Seatde U is going D-l
next year and it gives us a good
chance of bringing in more recruits
for soccer."

Concerns over Seattle not being a big enough soccer town were
eliminated with the team already
pre-selling over 12,000 season tickets. The MLS also is booming at a
higher rate than expected. Being that
soccer isn't exactly Americas sport,
this boomindicates that MLS could
become one of the "major" sports
leagues, alone with the NFL, MLB
and NBA.
"Soccer fans are thrilled, of
course. But sports fans in general
like options for their sports entertainment," said Rich Myhre, writer
for the Everett Herald. "Most people, I'm sure, will have something
of a wait-and-see attitude, and
once they're convinced the new Alex can be reached at
team is a good product they'll be girma@seattleu .edu

However, basketball is not lost
in Seattle for good. The Storm were
purchased by a group ofSeattle business women and has made several
offseason moves, including trading for Swinn Cash and signing
WNBA legend Sheryl Swoopes, to
team with the already elite duo of
Lauren Jackson and Sue Bird, making the team automatic contenders
for the tide.
Some have questioned how well
the WNBA can survive in Seattle
without an NBA brother, pointing
to already limited interest, but those
familiar with the situation say the
Storm should be fine.
"I don't think the Sonics leaving
will have any affect on the Storm,"
says Moore. "You have Sonics fans
and then you have Storm fans,
The Storm seem to have their own
fan base."
While Bennett said the selling of
the Storm was a business move, it
seems more and more he never had
any intention ofkeeping
the Storm. He sold
the team to the
first group that
made an offer.
Saviors simiIk
lar to the Force
W
10 Hoops, LLC
group that bought the
Storm, have recently ari for the Sonics. An investment group headed by Mark Griffin
and Costco CEO Jim Sinegal, have

made a pitch

refusal

to

fund renovations

year-old Key Arena
move the team.

to 13
as a reason to

To make matters more pressing,
citizens ofOklahoma

City recently
that will
pay for renovations to the four-year
old Ford Center in order to produce

approved extending
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com,

have pledged to pour $150 million of their own money into a
Key Arena renovation. That's $ 150
million more than Bennett's group
was willing to spend out of pocket
for Key Arena.
The proposal by the Seattle
group, which suggests that the State
and City split the other $150
million for the renovation,
has prompted Sonics supporters to flood the State
Legislature with phone
4m
calls demanding that
i|j
the government in

the s
topic
colur
the h

to

buy the

issue

legisl

what Bennett calls a "viable" arena.
Seattle fans turned down a similar
vote last year.
As the team struggles through a
rough season, 16-47 at the time of
this article, support has been surprisingly strong in Seatdeand surprisingly weak from NBA Commissioner Washington vote
David Stern. Stern, reportedly a on the funding
longtime friend of Bennett's, has
doomed the situation in Seattle,
saying Seattle "needs a miracle" and
then, just months later, saying "there
is no miracle."
"Stern doesn't seem to be helping
with the comments he makes," says
Jim Moore, a P-I Sports Columnist
who covered the Sonics during their
heyday of 1990-1996.

team

.

11
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Shaking up the city's college sports
Sean Towey
Sports Editor

Though

je

before the 2008
islatvesession ends.
While the Storm
n the 2004 WNBA
ampionsh, the

nicshold

the only

e for Seattle sports
in
ims the "big

:

—NBAN
, FL and
LB—with its 1979
[ampionshA
. nd
Sonics are by far the

:

:

:

the lest

sports franchise
city, having been
und since 1967. The
tory the team holds wit
city is not a fact lost with
"I feel really sorry for the fans of
Seattle," says senior criminal jusmajor Jake Richardson. "There's
o
3t f history here. It sucks that "After being part of the city for
netcan just come in and 41 years, the Sonics are being stolen
ivethe team."
away for dubious reasons while every NBA owner and executive allows
it to happen, including David Stern,
:ern doesn't seem
the guy who's supposed to be policing this stuff," wrote Simmons in his
be helping with the column titled "Why You Must Care

)mments

he makes.
Jim Moore
Seattle P-l

About Seattle."
The immediate future of the
Storm is secured, and the Sonics
will be determined through a lawsuit
currendy in court between Bennett
and the City of Seattle. Bennett
wants to pull out of the lease,
which extends until 2010, while
the City is attempting to force him
to honor the lease. Bennetts group
reportedly offered the city $26 million to exit the lease early, an offer
the city refused.
Itis likely that the Sonics will stay
at least through next year. The Ford
Center, the probable next home of
the Sonics should the team move to
Oklahoma City, has already started
booking events during what would
be the NBA season next year.

:

:

1

That sense ofhistory hasalso gota response from national media.
Simmons, a columnist better
awn as the Sports Guy on ESPN,
n, has made raising awareness of
situation one of his ongoing
tics, culminating in back-to-back
umns on Feb 28 and 29 featuring
heartbroken e-mails of Sonics
fans. The columns were
the longest Simmons
had ever written for
the site in his six
years working
for ESPN.
Mike can be reached at
baldl799@seattleu.edu
a

A.

this may shock the
Redhawk community,
Seattle U is not the only
university in the Puget Sound area
with growing athletic departments.
Seattle University's transition to
Division I is one aspect of a developing college sports scene in the Pacific
Northwest.
Engaging most of the local media's attention lately has been the
University of Washington's attempt
to garner enough funds to revitalize Husky Stadium, home of UW's
football team.
Built in 1920 at a cost of
$600,000, the last time Husky
Stadium received any major improvements was in 1989. That
$3.7 million project created better seating, added more restrooms and allowed space for more
concession stands.
However, nearly 20 years later,
head coach of the University of
Washington football team Tyrone
Willingham and former Washington
State governor Dan Evans have
petitioned the Washington State
Legislature for $150 million in order to renovate the original part of
the stadium, built 88 years ago. The
school would raise another $150
million itself to complete the $300
million project.
Unfortunately, the proposal is
poorly timed. A group of local businessman is also asking for $ 150 million

to renovate

the Key Arena in or-

der to retain a NBA team in Seattle.
In their proposal, $75 million would
come from the same revenue sources
as the Husky Stadium proposal.
The Seattle Post-Intelligencer
reported earlier this week that State
lawmakers failed to authorize tax
dollars for the Key Arena, and that
a similar fate was probably destined for the Husky Stadium

proposal.
Yet the Husky
Stadium renovations are not the
«

\

/

>

improvements the UW is considering. According to Liz McFarland,
an assistant to the athletic director
at the University of Washington,
the school is looking at the cost of
building a baseball stadium. Husky
Ballpark, where the stadium would
be built, was erected in 1998. Fans
currently sit at temporary bleachers put on the field until a stadium
can be built.
The University of Puget Sound,
UPS, located in Tacoma, Wash.,
recendy completed an athletic project. UPS put lights up and added
artificial turf to lower Baker Field, a
piece ofland adjacent to their football, soccer and trackand field facility Baker Stadium.

"In terms of any major capital improvements or additions there is

nothing to speak of."
Seattle University rival Seattle
Pacific University also reported
that no new projects were currently on the books for their
athletic department.
"There haven't been any expansions recently," said interim coordinator for sports information

Chris Johnson. "We're not adding

any programs."
Though Seattle U is transitioning
to Division I, most schools continue
to recruit more local talent than national talent for the first couple of
seasons as a Division I team. For
many sports, Seattle University continues to compete for recruits with
schools they have competed with
We're competing for for years.
"It's the usual suspects in this
kids in the Northwest area," said head coach for the men's
soccer team Brad Agoos. "We're
with the UW.
competing for kids in the Northwest
withthe UW, University of Portland,
Brad Agoos as well as Division II schools like
Men's Soccer Coach Western Washington University."
However, the men's soccer team
has signed four strong recruits, ac"It was a significant project," said cording to Agoos. Also, the team
sports informationand promotions recently solidified their spring
specialist at UPS Chris Thompson. schedule, which includes games
"It'sbeen a great addition for us. The against the Seattle Sounders, the
soccer team, football team, lacrosse University of Washington, and a
team and the rugby team all go out local, semi-professional team the
and practice there. It's been nothing Seattle Wolves.
but successful for us."
Trisha Steidl, head coach of the
The cost of upgrading the fa- cross country and track and field
cility has not been released by the teams, has also not seen a change in
University of Puget Sound.

which schools she competes for top

Located southeast of Tacoma,
Pacific Lutheran University has been
competing at the Division 111 level
along with UPS for several years.
However, their athletic department
has not made any major changes or
improvements recendy.
"There's a capital campaign that
we're looking at getting going,"
said sports information director for
PLU Nick
Dawson.

recruits with.

"Usuallykids who look here also
look at the University of Portland
because it's the same type of school,"
said Steidl. According to her, UP
presents the most competition
for recruits.
According to Steidl, the Seattle
University academic admissions process also affects the recruiting process, because it is often slower than
other universities in the area.
"I have recruits saying I've already
been accepted to SPU and UP but
haven't been accepted here," said
Steidl. "It's a good thing, because it
means the admissions department
is looking at essays and not just
GPA's and transcripts, but it can be
a little slow."
Sean can be reached at
toweys@seattleu.edu
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Whiting Dance Co. shares work in progress
previous production "Wandering

Thursday, March 13
Pepper
8 p.m.
Neumos, $20, 21+

Saturday, March 15
The Presidents of the
United States of America
Bp.m
The Paramount, $25
Floater
8 p.m.
The Showbox, $12, 21+
Barrio Fiesta
6:30 p.m.
Campion Ballroom, $15
Isaac

Sunday, March 16
Say Anything,
Weatherbox
6 p.m.
Neumos, $16.50

Tuesday, March 18
Beach House, Papercuts,
Throw Me The Statue
8 p.m.
Chop Suey, $10, 21+

Wednesday, March 19
Silverstein
7 p.m.
The Showbox, 7 p.m.

The Spectator

Ginsberg

Members of the Maureen Whiting Dance Company performed a preview of their production "The Myth
of Us" last weekend. The finalized program will run from May 29 to June 8, 2008 at the Lee Center.
Sara Bernert
Staff Writer
The stage, surrounded on all
sides by anxious audience members, is still. A huge plastic bag
hangs from the ceiling, slowly leaking drops of water onto the floor.
Nearby are other oddities: plastic
bamboo leaves, empty bags and
a toy elephant.
Then, a dancer descends from
the stairway and meets another on
the floor. They join together in fluid
and flirtatious movements, exploring all the ways they can move their
limbs and faces. Suddenly the scene
changes and another dancer, clad in
sparkling red tights and medical examination gloves, begins a dance set
to pulsating German music. Soon
enough the mood shifts again, then

again and again.
Continually changing and evolving scenes of movement filled with
symbolism and blurred meaning
make up "The Myth ofUs," the latest project by the Maureen Whiting
Dance Company. Last weekend,
the company presented a preview
of this work-in-progress at Seattle
University's Lee Center.
Exceptionally experimental and
original, the work is hard to put
into words. At times the audience
was filled with tension, barely daring to breathe as a dancer whirled
in frantic and anxious movements
atop a plastic sheet. Late, this unease erupted into laughter as all
three dancers played with a small
toy elephant and danced about
to pop music.
"Some parts were almost

excruciatingly slow and strange,"
said Robert, an audience member.
"But then there were other parts
that I really liked, like when the
music was more

upbeat."

Maureen Whiting, founder of
the company and the productions
choreographer, explained the piece's
title encompasses a large variety of
mythologies and ideas.
"I had this flash, a sort of instinct," said Whiting about the
original concept. "Now I realize
there is really a lot to this: there's a
myth of'us:' [...] the power of the
individual versus the power of the
group; there is Eastern mythology
verses Western; there the mythology
of us as human beings: are we lizard or animal? Where have we come
from and where are we going?"
The idea sprang from her

Bear," which premiered at Seattle
University last spring. Whiting
explained that she felt the need
to write a mythology for the characters in that production, an idea
which lead to the creation of "The
Myth of Us."
This was the second preview
of Whiting's work in progress;
she shared the beginnings of "The
Myth ofUs" in late November, and
the final version of the production
will be shown on May 29. The previews allow the company to receive
feedback and suggestions from the
audience after each showing.
She also allows her three dancers—Ezra Dickinson, Cassie Wulft'
and Marissa Rae Niederhauser—
the freedom to explore and try out
their own ideas.
"This kind of work demands a
particular level of exploration, a
level that I feel my company can
do better than I could do alone,"
said Whiting.
This production is part of
Whiting's three year creative residency as part ofSeattle University's
"High Wire" program, which brings
local artists onto campus for mini
performing arts series of multi-

disciplinary work. In addition

to

original piece each year,
Whiting also teaches a movement
class for Seattle U students.
"Our students love taking classes
with Maureen," said Rosa Joshi, assistant chair of the Fine Arts department. "Sometimes with residencies,
you don't get a lot of interaction
between the artist and the students,
but she has really given a lot to our
program. [...] Her work is very
beautiful, very precise."
creating an

Sara can be reached at
bemerts@seattleu.edu

Audio Input: easy listening for hard-working students
Matthew Martell
Staff Writer
Studies have shown that listening to music while studying and
working can boost productivity
and creativity, but there is a caveat;
this boost in efficiency holds true
only as long as the music one is
listening to is either instrumental
or is sung in a language the listener

does not understand.
With dead week upon us at
Seattle University, and finals just
around the corner, we students
need all the help we can get when
it comes to being productive.
A proper listening regimen will
aid in this process. However, before you resign yourself to listening
to classical music for the next two
weeks, think about checking out a
couple of in the post-rock genre of
modern music.
Post-rock is an amalgam of
classical, neo-classical, free jazz
and rock music; it is a largely

instrumental genre that focuses
on crafting slow burning, crescendo-driven music. Not only
do post-rock ensembles provide
a welcome change to the typical
musical cliches of modern music,
they also provide their listeners
with cathartic melodies that will
take them to higher places of
thought and understanding. The
statements made by post-rock musicians are grand, but their word-

less presentation makes them the
perfect background music for any
scholastic situation.
The roots of post-rock are hard
to trace. Diehard
origin to many

fans attribute its
different bands
from Talk Talk to My Bloody
Valentine, but the musical trend
is generally agreed to have begun
somewhere between the late 1980s
and early 19905.
However, the genre really
didn't gain the recognition it
deserved until 1997, when the
seminal Montreal post-rock band

Godspeed You! Black Emperor
released their debut LP "F#A#
(Infinity)." The album was originally pressed by Constellation
Records as a limited edition vinyl.
Only 500 copies were made, but
the success ofthe album prompted
more widespread distribution in
CD form which was handled by
Kranky records in 1998.
Godspeed You! Black Emperor
makes a powerful impression on
their listeners. Their music focuses heavily on political unrest
and religious fanaticism, blending dynamic crescendos with field-

sampled monologues by political
eccentrics. Their masterpiece "Lift
Your Skinny Fists Like Antennas
To Heaven" (2000, Kranky,
Constellation Records) is the
perfect musical study-buddy for
any student struggling to get the
gears turning during finals week.
The albums final track contains
what is arguably the most beautiful movement in the history of

30-second guicar squall
titled "She Dreamt She Was a
Bulldozer, She Dreamt She Was
Alone in an Empty Field."
Another prominent post-rock
outfit is Glasgow's Mogwai, who
took their name after the creatures in the film "Gremlins." They
served along with Godspeed You!
Black Emperor to propel postmusic, a

rock

the forefront of modern
music in 1997 with the release of
"Young Team" (Jetset/Chemikal
Underground), a 65 minute barrage of unparalleled guitar acrobatics that prompted the band
to

to dub themselves "The Scottish
Guitar Army."
Tracks such as "Like Herod"
and "Mogwai Fear Satan" clock
in at well over 10 minutes, and
churn like angry, Kafkan machines
against all mainstream musical
trends. Mogwai have recently
gained increased exposure due in
large part to their having written
the soundtracks to the movies

"The Fountain" and "Zidane."
Potentially the most wellknown
post-rock band in the United
States, Explosions In The Sky are
an Austin, Texas quartet who have
released four fantastic full-lengths
and have also provided the soundtrack to the movie "Friday Night
Lights." They play as the U.S.
counterpart to Mogwai, crafting
deafening guitar dirges that burst
speakers and blow minds. Their

opus "Those Who Tell The Truth
Shall Die, Those Who Tell The
Truth Shall Live Forever" (2001,
Temporary Residence Limited)
clocks in at 50 minutes, and is an
astounding political demonstration against the perils of war.

With the chaos of finals well
underway, take comfort in knowing that music can still provide you
with the perfect prescription for
your stress-induced blues.
Matthew can be reached at
martellm@seattleu.edu
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PWRFL Power album
release at Vera Project

Mike Baldwin
Staff Writer

special features to offer.
In particular, the Volunteer Park
Conservatory acts as a perfect place

The Egyptian Theatre

As the winter months begin
close and the eternal
hope that spring looms around the
corner, a question that has plagued
humankind for centuries hangs over
the heads ofSeattle U students.
What are you going to do for
spring break?
For some, the answer will include details of foreign vacations
that cost about what they just spent
for an entire quarter of classes.
Others will be escaping for some
R and R back in the towns from
whence they came. But for those
who are either forced or choose to
stay in the city of rain, options may
seem limited on how to fill those

kill some afternoon time. Five
different "houses" show off the wide
array of plant life surrounding the
building, which was built in 1912.
If you can get a group together, take
one of the 30 to 60 minute tours
led by staff that explore the tropical
climate of the Palm House and the
arid climate of the Cactus House.
And when you're done, take some
time to check out the splendor that
can be the 48 acres of the park.

long days free from the confines

awhile. Sift through bins of old records for an hour and you're bound
to find something of interest.
Where else can you get a copy of
Bobby Bland's "Heart of the City"
for $5? That's what I thought.
And in a true throwback to the
old school, they have listening stations. You can sample anything
they have in stock. Not sure about
that Soulja Boy album? Before
spending fifteen bones on it, let
your ears tell you what your mind
already knows.
The place specializes in used
material too, so you can sell old or
buy cheap. Oh, and the hours—9
a.m. to midnight, every single day.
That's right, independently owned,
bad-ass operated.

You're sitting around, nothing to do, Saturday night. Finals
just got over. If you're not in the
mood for the giant party at the
basketball house, but not content
to sit at home and watch reruns of
"Law and Order," you need to find
something to do before you lose
your mind. How does a midnight_A
showing of an awesomely terrible
horror flick in a former Masonic
lodge sound?
The Egyptian is one of those
places which hasn't been shut
down for reasons unbeknownst to
the human race. Filter in there for
a midnight showing of the remake
of"The Thing," on a Saturday night
and you will understand its appeal.
Where else can you eat popcorn
as druggies and homeless people
sleep next to you and "affectionate" couples express their love for
two straight hours. And before you
reply "Broadway," I meant where
can you do all of that indoors.
So there you have it. Shed
no tears this spring break if you
can't figure what to do with yourself when class is not in session.
These three awesome options
will keep you busy for hours and
probably lead to some stories you
can tell 30 years from now for
the hundredth time.

to come to a

of school.
However, Capitol Hill is abound
with opportunities for fun-filled
days. Outside of the typical and
often unexciting tourist options
like Pike Place Market and the everdepressing Seattle Center, stands a
plethora of options sure to leave
one satisfied.
Volunteer Park Conservatory
1400 E. GalerSt
Jackie Canchola

TheSpectator

Seattle musician PWRFL Power also known asKazutaka Nomura,
plays songs from his first self-titled album to seated fans at the
Vera Project on March 7,2008. The local artist experienced a rise
in popularity after he was featured in The Stranger.

So maybe Volunteer Park isn't
the best place to take a date on a
midnight stroll. And maybe, just
maybe, a couple transients hang
out there. But on a nice day, during
daylight hours, this park has some

to

Everyday Music
112 Broadway E.

Assuming you like some form of
music, here's a way to get lost for

805 East Pine St.

-*

Mike can be reached at
baldl799@seattleu.edu

Everything to love about intimate portrait exhibit
Emily Holt

love looks like,"' Herman noted.

Senior Staff Writer

"It's sort of an unanswerable question, and unanswerable questions
are a lot more interesting."
The couples in her work share
the photographic space with a tenderness that speaks to the depths
of knowledge one has about the
other. While one man brushes the
hair out of a woman's eyes in "Sam
and Emma," another eclipses his
former lover's frame, revealing
only her curly hair. Both images
speak ofthe protection that lingers
between past lovers.
Molly Landreth, who received
her MFA from Scripps College in
Claremont, Calif., photographs
queer life in America. In "Claire,
Bellingham, WA," a woman with
long brown hair, beaded earrings
and a dog tag around her neck, sits
topless on the hood of a Cadillac,
plastered with stickers reading,
"Homophobia is a Social Disease"
and "Hate is Not a Family Value."
In black leather pants and boots,
Claire stares at the viewer with a
sense of complacency, requiring
acceptance of her aged body and
revealed sexuality.
Landreth's other works include drag queens, male lovers
intertwined in each other's arms,
and women holding each other
in a car overlooking the city, all
of which do not shy away from
looking at the viewer. She captures
her diverse subjects with complete

The Photographic Center
Northwest recently welcomed a
new exhibit titled, "What's Not
to Love?" featuring the work of
Rachel Herman, Molly Landreth
and Jenny Rifle, three photographers who explore the nature
of human intimacy and the
psychology behind it.

Herman's work features couples
who were formerly romantically
involved, but are currently seeing
each other under new circumstances. Herman, who received
her MFA from the University of
Chicago and is an instructor at the
Evanston Art Center in Illinois,

had planned to photograph couples in relationships. But when her
first couple arrived and admitted
that they were no longer involved,
she decided that her work could
take an interesting turn.
Once the shoot started, she
said that she found an entire set
of tensions and emotions in these
separated couples that did not exist in happily settled ones.
"I started asking around, 'Do
you have someone who still holds
a place in your heart and against
all better reason, do you still spend
time with them?'" said Herman,
who added that the photographic
process itself led to negotiations
between the former couples.
"I was trying to show what love
looked like, because it's a ridiculous
idea that you can point to something and say, 'Here this is what

honesty revealing everything
from stretch marks to tensely
wrung hands.
"Basically, I always felt like

there needed to be more representation of the queer community. I
think that visibility is so important, and [so is] really being able
to see images of people who are

like you," said Landreth.
Jenny Rifle features couples of
all types, while also showing the
individual psychological effects of
romance and relationships.
She said that she tries to capof someone's life,
which,
the
viewer can exthrough
the
plore
psychological recesses of
the subject's mind, while reflecting
on her or his own.
Hon Logan was particularly attracted to Rifle's use of light and
color, and felt a personal connection to the images where Rifle
used local Washington landscapes
Logan had visited.
In "Gibran Looks Away" and
"Ruby," individuals lie on couches
and sofas, looking away toward
the top of the image in longing
or speculation of past memories.
Close observation of the photographs reveal details that hint at
former loves—rings placed on
important fingers, picture frames
whose subjects are blurred.
While they came from different backgrounds, these three
artists successfully came together
to reflect the fumbling, tender, contemplative, and sometimes awkward moments that
arise in the daily lives of anyone
touched by love.
ture a moment

Emily can be reached at
hottel@seattleu.edu

Courtesy Photographic Center Northwest

'Tiffany' (top) by Jenny Riffle and Tim and Hannah' (bottom) by Rachel
Herman are both from a collection of works showing at Photographic
Center Northwest through the month of March.
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Redhawks destroy Yellowjackets in season finale
Chris Kissel
News Editor

The Seattle University men's
basketball team said farewell to its
three graduating seniors with a big
win over Montana State Billings on
Saturday night.
The Redhawks beat the
in its final
game of the season before a full
crowd at the Connolly Center. The
evening began with Senior Night
ceremonies that honored the Seattle
U careers of seniors Ryan Coldren,
Travis Welt and Michael Knight.
"Any time you have the last
game, there's emotion," said head
coach Joe Callero. "Add to that
a successful last game, where we
played exceptionally well [...] it
continues to build on the experience
ofrepresenting the university."
The Redhawks had five players,
including Coldren, scoring in the
double digits in the win, which
brings Seattle U to 18-9 and 11-7
in conference play at the end of
the season. Juniorforward Michael
Wright led the team with 17 points
and eight rebounds. The team dominated on both sides of the court
throughout the game, with Coldren
sealing his collegiate career with 14
points and six defensive rebounds
and Welt finishing with a careerhigh nine points.
"I wanted to perform well for
my family, most importantly," said
Coldren. "I wanted to go out with
a bang, with a 'w.'"
Senior forwards Welt and
Coldren set the tone of the evening

Yellowjackets 96-56

early in the game, bringing the
Redhawks to a 14-5 lead in the first
five minutes with a five-point contribution from sophomore guard
Ricky Berry. Defense dominated
the court and kept the game locked
at 16-8 before fouls by Yellowjackets
forwards Kirk Blaine and forward Cameron Khoury brought
Seattle U up to a 19-8 lead at the
12-minute mark.

Overall, it's been

a great season.
Ryan Coldren

Senior

minutes left in the game.
The Redhawks continued to cement their lead through the rest of
the match, sealing the game with
the help of two spectacular dunks
from Gweth and Boxley, closing out
the session with a 40-point lead.
"We don't want to run the
score up on anybody, but we have
to respect the game of basketball,"
said Callero. "Any coach would
want us to play our hardest all the
way through."
Callero also noted the camaraderie and the aspects of community
that highlighted the final season for
some of the Redhawks' most tal-

ented players.
"[This season]

was a

successful

story academically, socially, and a
win is a nice finish to an 18-9 sea-

The rest ofthe half saw Montana
State Billings [1-28, 1-17 GNAC]
keeping pace with the Redhawks,
closing the scoring gap to within
five points after a three-pointer
from Yellowjackets guard Brett
Taylor. The Redhawks expanded
their lead thanks to strong showings from junior forward Leigh
Swanson and sophomore forward
Mike Boxley, closing out the period
with a 12-point lead.
The Redhawks gained even
more ground in the second half,
riding their momentum up and
down the court and lingering at
a 49-34 lead. Sophomore guard
Chris Gweth broke the silence
by sinking two free throws, tipping the scoring energy even further in favor of Seattle U as they
ran the score up to 58-44 with 10

son," said Callero.
Coldren echoed Callero's

senti-

after the win.
"Overall, it's been a great season," said Coldren. "I wouldn't
want to be on any other team."
After slight drama involving
the withholding of senior Michael
Knight from the past six games,
the Redhawks are facing the future
with next year's schedule, which
will include eight to 10 Division 1
games, in mind.
"I just hope it helps the team
the
in
next year and the year after
that," said Coldren. "They've got
a tough road ahead of them, but
they've got the players and the talent to do it."
ments

Isaac Ginsberg

Chris can be reached at
kisselc@seattleu.edu
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Junior forward Leigh Swanson scored 14 points off the bench against
a hapless MSU-Billings defense during the blow-out on Sat. night.

Swim team dives into NCAA Championships
Sara Bernert

Staff Writer
The Seattle University swim
will be sure to make a huge
splash as they wrap up their season this week in Columbia, Mo.
at the NCAA Championships.
With several swimmers ranked
in the top 10 nationally for their
races, the team feels confident they
will finish strong and gain some
first place wins.
"It's very exciting," said head
coach Craig Mallery. "We're traveling with a smaller squad relative to what other teams bring,
but I think we're positioned very
well to score."
This will be Seattle U's last
year to compete at the NCAA
Championships until the transition to Division I is completed,
and both Mallery and the swimmers want to make the most of
it. With less than three weeks between the Pacific Collegiate Swim
Conference last month and the
NCAA. Championships this March
12-15,the team has been careful to
pace themselves in preparation for
the big finish.
"It can be hard for them to race
team

optimum level during such a
small amount of time said Mallery.
"We've done it, but it was not opportune. It can be emotionally and
at an

"

physically draining."
Practices were kept shorter during the weeks leading up to the race
to allow the swimmers to rest and
get into optimum condition.
"When getting ready for nationals, it means much easier practices,
kind of playing with the water,
some fun sprinting and pretty much
justwaiting," said graduate student
Jakub Jiracek. "You can just feel that
positive attitude and the expectations

everywhere."

Jiracek

has had an amazing
season with the Seattle U team:
breaking the school record for the
400 IM in January and ranking
first in the nation in the 200-yard
breaststroke.
"This is probably one of the last
swimming competitions ever for
me, so I'm ready to enjoy that," said
Jiracek. "I cannot wait to feel the
atmosphere over there. It's going to
be a great meet."
Along with Jiracek, five other
members of the men's team will
compete: Bryant Bevers, Bryson
Chiu, Doug Djang, Gordon Smith

and Chris Coley.
"I don'tknow ifwe've ever had a
team this strong before. We should
place better than we have in the
past," said Coley, a senior psychology and philosophy major who has
attended the NCAA championships
for the past four years.
Coley was also named an AllAmerican Athlete at last year's

the swimmers face the additional

environment, this is not easy.

championships, as was Jiracek.
Only one member of the women's team, Francesca Reale, qualified

"Most people, including me, are
challenge of missing a full week of
school just before finals.
not able to study at the meet at all,"
"It's a big sacrifice," said Coley. added Jiracek. "I just cannot focus
"On the one hand, we're competon studying when I need to focus
at
the
level
our
school
on my swimming."
highest
ing
competes at, which is an exceptional
Balancing school and sports
honor. We've worked hard to get is a challenge for any athlete, but
here. On the other, we're student Mallery said the members of the
athletes: our academics have to swim team are prime examples
come first. It's a struggle."
of success.
"We work with high achievers.
It's challenging to miss that amount

and will be swimming
the 100-meter backstroke.
"It is a bummer being the only
girl," said Reale. "But the whole
women's team has been really supportive and, although they won't
be there, I know that they will be
behind me the whole way."
Reale will be swimming the 100meter backstroke, for which she recently placed eighth in the nation.
The events start on March 12th,
but the team arrived in Missouri
early to settle in and prepare. Reale
will race on Friday, while the men
will compete all three days in eight
different races.
In addition to the stress and
excitement that comes with competing in a national championship,

of school—there's no way to sugar
coat that—but [...] the swimmers
positioned very
are able to pull it off," he said.
"Swimming has proven to be a rewell to score.
ally great fit at Seatde U, based on
the kinds of athletes that are drawn
Craig Mallery to the school: they tend to excel in
Head Coach the classroom as well as other areas
of life."
Now these talented and dediThe swimmers, along with the cated swimmers are ready to prove
help of Mallery and the Athletic what they've got.
"It has all come together ideally,"
Department, have to be on top of
their schedules in order to make Mallery concluded. "I suspect we'll
sure they have communicated with finish higher [and] we'll close out
their professors, and that final paDivision II on a national level this
pers and projects are done on time. year."
When there is free time during the
Sara can be reached at
meet, swimmers are expected to
study, though given the high stress bemerts@seattleu.edu

to compete

I think we're
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Endurance key while racing triathlons
Emily Holt
Senior Staff Writer
Think that training for one sport
is difficult? Try adding two more
to your daily regimen. For student triathletes, juggling a diverse
workout routine is a natural part
of their life.
Seattle University is home to at
least threestudents who participate
in triathlons, a grueling combination of swimming, biking, and running that is the ultimate endurance
test. While there are triathlons
held in Australia, South Africa and
Europe, one of the most famous
triathlons for Northern American
competitors is the Ironman in
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii.
This competition consists of
a 2.4 mile ocean swim, followed
by a 112 mile bike ride across the
Hawaiian lava desert, and ending
with a 26.2 mile marathon along
the coast of the Big Island.
Alycia Hill, freshman nursing
major, plans to compete in Ironman
Hawaii when she is older. Hills father is a triathlete, so going to his
competitions and training with him

naturally led to her desire to try out
triathlons.
Hill played water polo, swam and
ran track in high school. She did her
first sprint-style triathlon, one with
shorter distances, two summers ago.
Her father then encouraged her to
try an

Olympic-length triathlon,

akin to the sprint style, and Hill
placed first in her age group, qualifying her for nationals.
At nationals, Hill qualified for
the 2008 WorldTriathlon competition, held in Germany, but she decided not to go. The decision was
well-timed since Hill later blew out
her quad and could not race at all.
She has still qualified for
Vancouver, B.C.'s world competition this June and plans
to compete.

Although Hill has played several
speed and variety
of triathlons appeals to her.
sports before, the

"The fact that you get to go from
one thing to the next and do it all
in one, and make quick transitions,
and add up your times, you don't
get bored," said Hill. She added
that the atmosphere of the competitions is supportive for young
athletes. While the average age for
triathletes is mid thirties to forties,
Hill said that older competitors welcome young adults and are inspired
by their enthusiasm.
To prepare for competition, she
currently swims four days a week,
rides a bike three days a week, and
runs three days a week.
"You don't do everything everyday or you wouldn't get endurance
training," said Hill.
She has learned, however, that
overtraining and over-exertion can
be detrimental to her health. Hill
fractured her elbow while swimming last year, and while it was a
freak accident, not a result of overtraining, she learned from the injury. Because she could not swim,
she turned to running and biking
more and found a balance between
the two.
"It happened for a reason, [to
put me] where I am doing what
I am doing now and loving it,"
said Hill.
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The Box Score
Softball vs. Montana
State Billings
Win: 10-2, Win: 5-0, Win: 5-1
GNAC Rank: Ist

Highlights: The Softball team has
opened their season with the
highest national ranking in the
team's history, 11th, and three big
wins at Logan Reld.

Women's basketball
vs. Alaska Fairbanks
Loss: 63-65
GNAC Rank: 6th

The Spectator

Isaac Ginsberg

Freshman Alycia Hill, currently recovering from an injury, trains for her upcoming triathlon in Vancouver, B.C.

Highlights: The women's basketball
team lost their last game of the
season, a disappointing end to a
season that did not see the same

type of success as last year.

Injuries can greatly affect the
training regimen of triathletes, a fact
senior management and marketing
major, Foster Boone, can attest to.
He injured his Achilles tendon
last fall, which prevented him from
running for a time. While Boone
played football in high school and
swam for Seattle U, he has also
competed in a few triathlons, and
is currently preparing for one in
Arizona next month.
While Boone said that there
is risk of serious injury and death
in the races, he is more concerned
about self-discipline.
"I am more concerned about
holding myself accountable when
there is no one around to hold you
accountable," said Boone. While he
trains with a group based on Mercer
Island five times a weekand is grateful for their support, Boone and his
fellow triathletes need a high level
of personal discipline.
He noted that he has begun
to really feel the affects of a heavy
dinner when trying to work out
in the morning and does yoga
for injury prevention and muscle

military base last summer.
While working, some members of
on a

the Army and Air Force convinced
him to try competing.
He ran track and cross country
in high school and tried a triathlon
a few summers ago, but does not do
races during the school year so that
he can focus on academics. Johnson
has, however, placed first in his age
group at several previous Ironman
competitions, including the Eastern
Washington Grand Columbian.
"My goal is to just keep performing better and getting better times,"
he added. He said that he needs

IHH

enough.
"I have never been an elite athlete, never been the best at anything,
but I have always been able to hang
at the top level and keep up with it,"
said Boone.
Nick Johnson, junior civil engineering major, agreed that triathlons
are not just for hardcore athletes
"People think that you need to
be in amazing shape, but you see
people [out there] with all body
types and different fitness levels,"
said Johnson. "I think that anyone
could do it with training."
Johnson became interested in
the sport while working at a pool

year to stay in shape.
Hill said that triathlons are a
life-time way of keeping in shape,
who sees the sport fitting into
her job as a nurse practitioner

after graduation.
"If you have that competitive
drive, it's a way to compete your
whole life."
Emily can be reached at
holtel @seattleu.edu

Track and Field at the
Peyton Invitational
Outdoor Meet
Men: 4th [106 pts] Women: sth
[84.5 pts]
Highlights: Freshman d'Andre
Benjamin broke two schoolrecords
on Saturday in the 110 meter
hurdles [15.72 seconds] and the
long jump[6.51 meters}. Benjamin
won both events.

SUE NAEF SCHOLARSHIPS
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APPLICATION DEADLINE: 8 APRIL
INTERVIEWS: 29 APRIL- 2 MAY

■PIH

strengthening.
"A healthy diet plays a huge part
of the training in general," said
Boone.
Boone said that he is a very
goal-oriented person, which kept
him focused while recovering from
his ankle injury. That discipline,
he said, carries over into academics as he juggles both sports and
schoolwork. He hopes to use triathlons as a means to travel before
he settles down too much into one
job, and would like to compete in
Ironman Australia.
Boone thinks that anyone could
try triathlons if they are committed

about six to eight weeks of focused
training to prepare for triathlons
during the summer, but maintains a
workout schedule during the school

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE: OFFICES OF THE DEANS,
STUDENT DEVELOPMENT, HONORS PROGRAM,
& CAMPUS ASSISTANCE CENTER
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The Sue Naef Scholarship is awarded to upper division undergraduate students of
Seattle University who have demonstrated excellence in academics and a
commitment to service and leadership.

QUALIFICATIONS:
90 credit hours completed at Seattle University by fall quarter 2008. Transfer
•

and AP/IB credits not included in total.
•

Cumulative Seattle University GPA of 3.40 or above

•

Full-time (45 credits) Seattle University enrolment during year of award

•

HHKSjH

Not enrolled in College of S&E (for whom Bannan Scholarship Program serves
similar purposes) nor recipient of Sullivan Scholarship

BENEFITS:
• Need based scholarship grant ($2OOO or $3500)
•

$1000 Seattle University Bookstore allowance

•

Participation in group activities during award year
Questions: Ask an advisor/faculty member or contact David Madsen, Naef Moderator,
in person (Casey 413), by phone (206-296-6938), or e-mail (dmadsen@seattleu.edu)
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editorial
As valiant an effort as it might have been, the Microsoft
Chief Executive Officer Steve Ballmer's lead bid to keep
an NBA franchise in Seattle seems to have failed. Ballmer,
Costco CEO Jim Sinegal, wireless executive John Stanton
and developer Matt Griffin offered to put up $150 million
of their own money to help cover the $300 million needed
to renovate Key Arena and buy the Seattle SuperSonics, and
their proposal split the rest of the costs between Washington
State and King County.
However, the legislature has made it clear to Seattle
sports fans that the proposal will not be considered for
this year, as the state prepares for a nation-wide economic
downturn. So, despite the best efforts of local businessmen,
Clay Bennett will take off with the Seattle Sonics, moving
them half-way across the country to Oklahoma City.
Though this might disappoint some people in the region,
perhaps the local effort to save the Sonics was simply delaying the inevitable. The past year and a half has shown
that the vast majority of Washington State residents are
apathetic at best with respect to professional basketball,
especially when compared to other professional sports franchises in the area. The Sonics are currently ranked 27th in
the NBA for average attendance at home games. In the Key
Arena, where capacity is listed at more than 17,000, average
attendance is 13,428, less than 80 percent of capacity.
When the Seahawks looked as if they might migrate down to southern California in 1996, Paul Allen
stepped in and the rest of the state rallied behind him.
In the mid-1990s the Mariners looked like they might
move to Tampa Bay, but taxpayers decided that they

wanted the team to stay.
Both the Seahawks and the Mariners generated much
more buzz and grassroots support than the ailing Sonics
have. The Seahawks had a helpful NFL commissioner going
for them and the Mariners had an amazing pennant race
and Ken Griffey, Jr.
The Sonics have Kevin Durant, who has anchored a
fledgling team, but has not produced results drastic enough
to build a substantial fan base around.
Though disappointing to many, the Sonics move to
Oklahoma City might prove to be a blessing in disguise.
Basketball fans will have to look more to college basketball for their fill. Luckily, Seattle University will be providing a second Division I basketball team to the area. This
might give Seattle U an extra fan boost as the basketball
teams struggle through tough schedules and try to build
their programs.
Also, the University of Washington basketball program
will receive some additional support as they suffer through
transitional years.
Further, with the addition of a Major League Soccer
franchise, local sports fans will continue to have a variety
of options. The city ofSeattle is losing a struggling program
no one seems to care about and gaining two programs that
have been eliciting strong support throughout the area.
While Seattle might not have a professional men's basketball team in the near future, it will continue to retain a
sports culture. It will be a little different from other metropolitan areas, but following the status quo has never been
a characteristic of the Emerald City.

The Spectator editorial board consists of Nicholas Lollini, Lauren Padgett, Chris Kissel, Rose Egge, Sean Towey, JessicaVan Gilder, Michael Fehrenbach, Braden VanDragt,
Joshua Lynch and Hyung-Min Kim. Signed commentaries reflect the opinions of the authors and not necessarily those of The Spectator.
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remark in casual converthey would certainly
vote for Laura Bush if she were
to enter into a more political role
merely because she is the "sense"
behind George. Yet, I would argue
that Laura Bush already stands in a
political role—she counterbalances
her husband's image and more importantly completes the American
desire for a presidency defined by
morality.
McCains rather pristine image
was recently made a little less so
when The New YorkTimes released
information abouthis alleged affair
with a former female intern. While
the article brought the validity of
The Times' reporting under review,
the very fact that McCain and voters responded so quickly to the
news reflects the concern presidential candidates have with the values they portray. The United States
stands in a very interestingposition
in the rest of the world: its populace
does not merely want a leader who
can do the job well and may act
ruthlessly Machiavellian in order
to achieve ends, but also one who
represents strong moral values.
This desire for moral leadership
has important implications for the
voting process. When a candidate
comes under scrutiny, so too does
their significant other. For a public
that still places great importance on
the institution of marriage, a candidate cannot be viewed without the
women

Emily Holt

Senior Staff Writer
Many critics of President Bush
often see Laura Bush, with her
poise, grace and habit of reading
to children, as his saving grace in
the aftermath of his verbal blunders and controversial decisions.
The First Lady holds a unique
place in the image of power in the
United States, perhaps more than
the spouses of the rulers of other
countries.
The three presidential candidates that are currently the center
of media attention have unique
significant others. Barack Obamas
wife, Michelle, is a graduate of
Princeton and Harvard Law School
and now practices law and helps
raise two daughters. Senator John
McCain's wife is the chairwoman
ofAnheuser-Busch's board ofdirectors. Hillary Clinton has a spouse

with an infamous political past,
yet she, more than the other candidates, is often highlighted as one
who stands alone.
All of these candidates have
spouses that speak to different
constituencies in the American
public. What then is the role and
the impact of these significant others on a candidates popularity, and,
moreover, her or his effectiveness
as a leader?
I have heard middle-aged

sation that

consideration of her or his spouse.
Moreover, the public's desire for
filial morals demands that the political presidential couple must be
viewed as an entity; not an entity
in which the parts lose their individual identities, but rather as one
in which the parts complement
each other.
Barack and Michelle Obama are
an example of the power couple
that thrives on complementarity.
Michelle Obama is a prime example of a woman who embodies
both female personal success and
moral, family values. She is neither
Upper East Side Mommy nor a silent trophy wife. She is quite the
opposite, with her outspoken comments on the political race and her
academically sound background.
And she does all this while raising
two wholesome children.
Where, then, does Hillary stand?
As the mother of a young woman
who is no longer under such media
scrutiny and past the age at which
her wholesomeness can become
part of the campaign sticker, and
the wife of a man whoseinfidelities
never managed to fully tarnish his
name, is Hillary the only candidate
to be a single entity in a society that
wants a morally united couple in
power?
Will Hillary actually be elected
when large portions of the country
demand that a president fulfill a
somewhat antiquated view of moral

values?
Given that the desire for a
moral leader has led to the radical and questionable "morality" of
President Bush, this country might
well be ready for a candidate that
does not fit so nicely into the image
of the moral power couple.
While younger women often resent Hillary's decision to stay married to her cheating husband and
older women often applaud the way
she maintained a strong face and
stayed married in order to ensure
political notoriety, Hillary runs her
campaign virtually separate from
her husband. While he talks about
her in talk-shows, travels with her,
and sometimes dozes off at her rallies, Hillary is still represented as
a tough solo no-frills woman, who
could very well be single.
I fear, however, that this tough
and solo face cannot withstand the
desire of theAmerican constituency
to see a more traditional family in
the presidential seat. While Obama
and his wife are a good Democratic
alternative, and Michelle Obama
is everything I would want to see
and more in a First Lady, I must
admit that I do not think that
Hillary's solo act can withstand
traditional expectations, however
much she would bring to the role
of president.

Emily can be reached at
holtel@seattleu.edu

Letters to the editor should be 300 to 500 words long and emailed to Chris Kissel at kisselc@seattleu.edu. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters for length, spelling,
grammar and style errors.
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Cheating governor, dumb wife 'Illegal' immigrants

Jessica Van Gilder
Copy Editor

Oh, those scandalous politicians—we can't escape from their
slimy lies and their uncanny ability to climb to a position of power,
which they abuse.
The recent scandal surrounding
New York Governor Eliot Spitzer
reminds Americans once again of
the abysmal lack of integrity in the
political system. Sex and politics
isn't anything new though.
We can gripe about Spitzer, his
involvement with a prostitution
business and how scummy that
man is, but what angered me more
when I saw this story on the front
pages of all newspapers was the
photograph and who was in it.
His wife, ofall people, faithfully
stood by her husband as he confessed to crossing the line of right
and wrong. All I can think is, 'Why
is she there?' and then 'how dull
does a woman have to be to complacently stand by as her husband
confesses to being a lying pig?'
The woman can't be entirely
without thought, so she must
have the sense to ditch Spitzer and
leave him to scrape his way out of
the pit into which he put himself.
One would think that was the case
anyways, but that's not what she
does at all. She keeps a steady face,
careful not to reveal the pain she
should feel, and walks with Spitzer
on and off the stage.
This bizarre cycle of wives
standing behind their husbands—
those corrupt, lying, cheating poli-

ticians-—disgusts

me as a woman.

As a concerned citizen, crooked
male politicians make me cringe
and I increasingly question the effectiveness of our political system,

but the decision these women make
to stick with their incriminated
husbands is a worse feeling.
It's like reversing decades of
progress toward gender equality
and the empowerment of strong
independent women.
I don't want to assume Spitzer's
wife must be unintelligible to say
the least, but what else does standing by that kind of man, no matter
how much notoriety they possess,

indicate?
His political career's

over;

she's not saving the man and she
shouldn't try anyway.

How dull does a

woman have to be
to complacently

stand by as her
husband confesses

to being a lying pig?
So many women have done this,
and I don't understand why being
married to a politician or someone
in the public area robs a woman of
her instinct and intelligence.
No woman I know would
stand by their husband, who not
only wronged her, but abused the
system and embedded themselves
in such immoral and dishonest
practices.
The wives of politicians have become these accessories, which get
brought out when need be, dressed
up however they must be and say
whatever they must say.
The situation reminds me of

puppets and perhaps the problem
in this country has become that the

Kelly Glenn

happen.

Volunteer Writer

arena

But maybe Spitzer hasn't gotthe game entirely wrong. After
all, Hillary Clinton stupidly stuck
ten

by her cheating husband and now
she's a potential presidential candidate. The woman's not unintelligent per se, but still I wonder: what
made her stay?
True love? No.
Dignity? No.
Shame? Perhaps.
You know what I think it is?
Greed and selfishness. The women will stay in that relationship to
maintain their lifestyle and have
access to a high society. I could
play the gender pity card and say
women are trapped and feel that
they have no other choice, but
every woman has a choice. Just
because these women make an
unintelligent choice doesn't mean
we should jump to their defense
and feel sorry for them.
On the contrary, I've decided
that these dense women stay because they've likely become just
as conniving and corrupt as their
husbands. When it comes down to
it, they're all liars.
The women probably suffer inside, knowing deep down they're
making a mistake, but they're not
brave enough to get out. Such a
shame, but not much of a loss to
society.
With such obvious stupidity
they wouldn't add much anyway,
just like their crooked husbands.

Jessica can be reached at
vangilde@seattleu.edu

Diversity on their own terms
Mike Baldwin
Staff Writer

to

silence that speech in the name
of diversity.
Does anyone else see a problem

Students at Seattle University
are not strangers to the idea of

with this?

Diverse thought means all
thought. Not just accepted
The term goes hand in hand with thought.
the mission of this institution. We
With diversity comes the responare encouraged to live our lives with sibility of being able to deal with
the idea that we are helping to create dissenting or unpopular views. But
a just and humane world. One of those who continually aim to shut
the ways to do so is to encourage down these views do so by claiming
it a victory for a just and humane
diversity.
That's why it seems puzzling how world, in the name of a diverse

"diversity."

often students and faculty alike stray
from this idea.
Diversity does not entail terms.
It is all-encompassing. Yet, too often, we forget this.
We will persecute those who
don't share the same ideas on diversity, or who stray from the definition we have created for ourselves.
We have then created two categories: those who live a diverse life the
right way, and those who do it the
wrong way.
The first amendment to the
Constitution of the United States
affords citizens of this nation a guarantee of diversity, by agreeing that
speech and expression shall be free.
But on a daily basis, we act completely against this.
Ifsomeone exhibits ideas that we
see as backward or ignorant, we act

nation.
How are we diverse when we limit what people can say or think?
I may not agree with thechoices
of recent student's party ideas, but
when the administration claims that
they have punished the students
because their actions go against
their ideals of 'diversity,' they are
off base.
I'm sure we wouldall love to live
an
'ideal' society where everyone
in
agreed and no one hated anyone.
This isn't happening.
Seattle University is in grave
danger of graduating students who
think of social justice in the wrong
terms. We cannot achieve justice
and diversity by simply shutting
down unpopular ideas. If someone
exhibits poor decision-making, then
it is our job to examine why that

not really a threat

is more of a pupshow
than a stage where
peteering
change that needs to happen can

political

decision was wrong and work to
examine what feeds that ignorance,
not stamp a "forbidden" sticker on
the situation.
What we are teaching students is
that the idea of diversity comes with
a rule book. It doesn't. Our idea of
acceptable terms is inevitably different than someone else's. But instead
of celebrating the fact that we can
both have those dissenting views,
we instead label one as 'OK' and
the other as "absolutely unacceptable under any terms."
This is not discourse, this is not
diversity, this is policing. When you
police the opinions, actions and
thoughts of private individuals in
this country, you are doing the same
thing you are supposedly fighting
against. The only difference is you
give it a nice name.
Suppressing ignorant or unpopular speech is still suppression.
As a school, as a city, as a state, as
a country, it is our responsibility to
root out ignorance thought through

education, not censorship.
If you choose to censor, at least
call it what it is. But you hurt the
very essence of what you claim to
be protecting when you do so in the
name

of diversity.

Mike can be reached at
baldl799@seattleu.edu

Within the past few weeks,
student immigration rights activists at Green River Community
College have been joined by
some unwelcome guests
members of Immigration and
Customs Enforcement. ICE
representatives have been passing out pamphlets encouraging
students to turn in any undocumented immigrant students they
know to officials so that they can
be deported back to their country of origin.
This kind of action is ignorant as well as insensitive.
Immigration rights activists believe in the dignity and safety
of people who have come to
America. Of all the people they
could approach, why would ICE
ask this group for support?
This is an uncanny tactic used
—

to damage the morale ofstudents
fighting for the rights of immigrants to live, work and study
in this country. By appealing to
the fear of terrorism, ICE hopes
to convince Americans that immigrants are dangerous. ICE
seeks to follow the 2005 "Secure
Border Initiative," which plans to
"tackle the serious threat to na-

tional security posed when illegal
immigrants cross our borders."
Despite what Homeland
Security would have us believe,
these people are not terrorists. I
haven't heard of any terrorist plots
recently that were plotted out by
illegal immigrants. It seems to me
that global warming is a greater
"threat to national security" than
a poor family who wants the best
for their children.
I wonder what would have
happened to our European ancestors in the late 15th century
if the Native Americans had
handed out these pamphlets
to each other before good ol'
Chris Columbus and his crew
showed up, enslaved them, and
put an end to their civilization.
Somehow, the wealthy white men

who slaughtered thousands of
natives went down in the history
books as "heroes" who "discovered America." Now, hundreds of
years later, darker-skinned people
who come to "our" country seeking economic, political and religious freedom are arrested and
sent to prison because they are
"invading" the United States.
But wait a minute. These
people haven't done us any harm.
Unlike many of our ancestors,
they didn't come bearing malariainfested blankets or force anyone
to convert to their way oflife. So
who are we calling illegal?
Today's immigrants actually
come seeking the values upon
which most of us believe America
was founded—life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness. Those
who think that immigrants are
only here to take advantage of
free government handouts had
better get their facts straight.

In fact, the 12 million undocumented immigrants in this country last year contributed $7 billion to social security and $1.5
billion to Medicare, of which
they will not see a cent.
Instead of using this money to
transport 200,000 undocumented immigrants per year back to
Asia or Latin America, we should
use the money—which we citizens get to enjoy—to develop
services to help immigrants gain

legal

status.

I agree that people who enter
this country should obtain legal
documents so they can be accounted for. This would benefit
all parties, because immigrants
would be eligible for social security benefits and the current
dispute over what to do with illegal immigrants would cease.
The current solution, however, which sends so-called "illegals" to detention centers,

such as the

one

in Tacoma, is

inhumane. These "detention
centers," which could more accurately be described as prisons,
separate detainees from family
members, including children,
for as many as 16 months. Last
year, 7,700 children alone were
detained in these prisons, and
thousands more adults passed
through the system before being
deported to their country of
origin.
Deportation presents another problem. Today, there are
scores of undocumented college
students who have been in the
United States since they were
toddlers. Their parents brought
them here 18 years ago, they grew
up here and learned English here,
and they don't know anything
about the customs or language
of their country ofbirth. They're
as American as the rest of us, except for the fact that they don't
have the required documentation. When they get deported
and are dumped into the middle
of a country where they have no

family, job,

or connections,

they

are set up for failure.
I'm not saying we should
throw open our doors and turn
a blind eye to anyone who immigrates to the country. But
our current policies favor immigrants who are wealthy investors
and leave little room for anyone
else. Instead of spending money
trying to keep people out, we
should develop better paths to
legal status and citizenship and
abolish all practices, such as detention centers, which violate
human rights.
The practices ofthe ICE, such
as searching out undocumented
people among activist groups, do
not address the real issue—that
millions of people who want to
come to America are not able to
do so. If we really say we want to
be a "melting pot," we've got to
put our words into practice.

Kelly can be reached at
glennk@seattleu.edu

public
safety
Phone Harassment
March 7, 5:45 p.m.

backwordes

What remains of Arctic majesty

Public Safety took a report of
a known individual leaving harassing messages on another
student's phone recorder in
Campion Hall. Public Safety is
investigating.

Malicious Mischief
March 8, 2:00 p.m.
While on patrol Public Safety
found two graffiti tags on exposed utility boxes. A report was
filed with facilities to clean up the
defacement.

Malicious Mischief
March 8,10:00 p.m.
Four cans of food were thrown
out a window in Bellarmine Hall.
One projectile damaged a parked
vehicle. Public Safety is investigating.

Suspicious

Circumstances
March 9, 4:15 a.m.
Outside Xavier Hall, a non-affiliate
asked a student for a match, and
proceeded to tell the student he
had hit someone earlier who
swore at him. The non-affiliate left
campus. Public Safety searched
the area and could not located
the alleged assailant.

Medical Assistance
March 9, 6:30 a.m.
Public Safety and the Seattle
Fire Department assisted a
student having numbness and
other symptoms in the Murphy
Apartments. The student was
transported to a local hospital
for follow up care.

doku

A student sprained his ankle while
recreating on Logan Field. Public
Safety and the Seattle Fire Department checked the student,
and a friend gave the student a
ride to a local hospital for follow
up treatment.

Alaska National Wildlife Refuge.

Miscellaneous computer parts
were found missing from a computer in Campion Hall.

Trespass warning
March 9,11:30 p.m.

now forms a

massive scree field.

3. Peter Daniels from the University
of Puget Sound led a group
that faced many difficult water
crossings. This one in particular
was frigid cold from the glacial
run-off, the natural source of nearly
all major rivers in the Arctic.

4. Daniels sits in the dry river bed

Public Safety issued a trespass
warning to a non-affiliate collecting items out of recycle containers in the Law School.

of the Ribdon River. Daniels and
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2. What remains of Windy Glacier, a
glacier that, as of 1971, was seven
miles in length, and is now almost
completely gone. It

Theft
March 9, 3:15 p.m.
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